largely because it was very low in gynaecological patients (0-6%; 11/1808 used but not when the percutaneous method was used. Babies with negative results on Heaf testing will be tested again when they are 1 year old.
Comment
The percutaneous method of immunising infants with BCG is safe and effective,3 although it is rarely used (unpublished data). We have reported a considerable number of cases of tuberculosis in unimmunised children. 4 We currently immunise all babies of Asian origin but only white babies and children who have been in contact with patients with tuberculosis before they start school, and perhaps this policy needs reappraisal.
We recommend the use ofthe percutaneous method, particularly if large numbers of infants are to be immunised. This method is less dependent than the intradermal method on the doctor giving the immunisation, produces less scarring, and has a similar rate of conversion.
We thank the parents, health visitors, and staff of the chest clinic for help with this study. interruption of dialysis. Initial cell counts in the dialysis fluid ranged from 0413 to 16x109/l (mean 28 x 109/1) with more than 50% neutrophils. Interruption of dialysis for 48 hours was well tolerated in all cases. When dialysis was resumed the first lavage bag was often cloudy, but the second bag was clear in all but one-patient. Eighteen episodes in 10 patients were cured by interrupting dialysis, and the patients stayed free from peritonitis for at least 15 days without intraperitoneal or systemic antibiotic treatment.
Several organisms were isolated-namely, Staphylococcus epidermidis (four patients), Staph aureus (two), Streptococcus faecalis, and non-groupable streptococcus and Escherichia coli (one each). Three patients with Staph epidermidis peritonitis required conventional antibiotic treatment in the 15 days after dialysis was interrupted. One had pus in her catheter, which was aspirated, though the lavage bags were clear when dialysis was resumed. The two other patients developed peritonitis again after being free of it for
